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The publishing house Tonimir from Varaždin Toplica published the book Ratko Perić „Virgo too wise: 
About Medjugorje out of love for the truth“. 

The book is a synthesis of the long-standing prayer, theological and pastoral engagement of the 
Medjugorje phenomenon. Her writer, puppet and bishop, breaks down the facts, statements and 
records of the parƟcipants and exposes the teachings of the Catholic faith and the Surrender. The 
book brings two previously published appearances, eight refined and eight hitherto unpublished 
studies. The text is dynamic, legible, extremely logical, and the claims are supported by sources and 
reasoned. 

This book is unavoidable in the work of every future commission for Medjugorje. 

The manuscript of the book was completed on May 31, 2024 (p. 17), but the book lost nothing on 
topicality by publicaƟon Note „Queen Mira“ on the spiritual experience related to Medjugorje of 
September 19, 2024 Indeed, in the light of this document, its studiousness, thoroughness, detail, 
comprehensiveness and seriousness are even more pronounced. The last dated arƟcle in the review 
book is by Banjoluk Bishop Željko Majić of September 21, 2024, in which he points out that Pope 
Francis told him on September 19, 2024 in the VaƟcan that Not at The Holy See does not recognize 
Medjugorje as the place of Our Lady's appariƟons, but only as a place of piety (the drink of pietà) (p. 
262). 



Ratko Peric's episcopal ministry can be described as decades of aƩenƟon so that no one would judge 
the mít, teach for profit, and invent what prophecies by invoking God (cf. Mihej 3, 11) and the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. And this book is her summary. 

Like the three other Marian books he worked on (Throne of Wisdom, 1995, Mirror JusƟce, 
2001, Mother of Jesus, 2015) and this one is named aŌer the prayer invocaƟon of Our Lady, and he 
Ɵtled it Virgin premudra so that he and the reader could 

„during reflecƟon on individual episodes occurring in Medjugorje stop and compare these events, 
messages or words, ‘visions’ or ‘appariƟons’ with the prudence of the true Our Lady, how much it all 
coincides or resists the prudence of the Blessed Virgin Mary“ (p. 10). 

Late anƟque, a fiŌeen-century-old mosaic in the apse of the table church in Porec depicts Our Lady 
with this pivotal principality at a Ɵme when Angel's words „stop to think what a greeƟng “ would be 
(Port 1, 29). That is why this scene of the Most Reasony is taken on the cover of the book. 

The book is hard bound, contains 264 pages, and consists of: 

 two introductory texts: ProclamaƟon: ExplanaƟon of the Ɵtle of the book and scene on the 
cover (p. 7–10), Introductory word: It cannot be told the truth, but only for the truth (p. 11–
17), 

 fiŌeen themaƟc studies: Canonical and general condiƟon of the parish of Medjugorje (1892.–
1982) (p. 18–26), Medjugorje „appariƟons“ and church hierarchy 1982.–1991. (p. 27–
43), Holystolic Commission for Medjugorje 2010.–2014. (p. 44–69), Are the prayers of the 
faithful mere proof of „Our Lady's appariƟons“? (p. 70–77), Medjugorje paradoxes (p. 78–
84), Medjugorje phenomenon (p. 85–97), Medjugorje alienaƟon (p. 98–107), Br. Tomislav 
Vlašić – spiritual leader of Medjugorje „seers“ (p. 108–117), Ambiguous games about „big 
character“ (p. 118–137), Spiritual vocaƟons „Medjugorje seers“ and „seer“ (p. 138–
155), „AppariƟons“ in the first seven days in Medjugorje (p. 156–165), Br. Slavko Barbarić – 
spiritual leader (p. 166–185), ImaginaƟons about Our Lady's birthday (p. 186–198), Touching 
„Our Lady's“ dresses and hooves (p. 199–212), Mimonaravian influences in Medjugorje (p. 
213–223); 

 General conclusion (p. 224–231); 

 three literature lists: Notes on the origin of the book chief (p. 232–233), bibliography of 
sources, publicaƟons, literature, journals and newspapers on the basis of which a book was 
wriƩen (p. 234–239), chronological list of 94 arƟcles on Medjugorje from the same aukor 
published from 1993 to 2023 (p. 240–252); 

 Namesk Index (p. 253–257); 

 excerpts from four reviews answering the quesƟon Why read this book (p. 259–261). 

The book was wriƩen by Ratko Perić, born on February 2, 1944 in Tuk, Rovišće Parish, near Bjelovar, 
as the sixth child in a family expelled from RoƟmlje near Stoc. He completed his grammar school and 
philosophy in Zagreb, and theology in Rome. He was ordained a deacon in Rome in 1969, a priest of 
the Trebinje-Mrcan diocese in Priso near Tomislavgrad the same year, and a bishop in Neum in 1992. 
In the Eternal City, he received his master's degree in Alojzije Stepinac and received his doctorate in 
the difficulƟes of proclaiming the Gospel in a world that rejects God in pracƟce. He was pastor of 
Trebinje and rector of the PonƟfical CroaƟan InsƟtute of St. Jerome in Rome. He taught at the 
colleges in Dubrovnik, Sarajevo, Rome, Zagreb and Mostar. From 1993 to 2020 he was Bishop of 



Mostar-Duvanj and Apostolic Administrator of the Trebinje-Mrcan Diocese.He resides at the Priestly 
House in Mostar and publishes on the portal Catholic theologians Faith and Works. 

The price of the book is 24 euros. Can be ordered at: +385 98 446 190 or tonimir.nk@gmail.com. 

Fania 

Epiphany (objecƟon, Epiphany) or theophany the complexes are from the Greek which means the 
appearance of God. 

Christophania is the non-physical appearance or manifestaƟon of Christ aŌer His ascension into 
heaven, as St. Stephen in stoning (Acts of the apostles 7, 55 – 56), in the light of the conversion of the 
Apostle Paul before Damascus (Acts of the apostles 9, 3–5), Ananias in Damascus (Acts of the 
apostles 9, 10–15), John at Patmos (RevelaƟon 1, 12–20) or appariƟons Quo vadis – Where are you 
going to St. Peter on the Apian Road when he was about to leave Rome, or St. Tomi Aquinas in 
Naples[1] (private Christophania). 

But aŌer communicaƟng in Scripture everything he considered essenƟal to the salvaƟon of men, the 
Son of God, according to undoubted gospel records, warned his disciples that His appariƟons could 
not be easily expected or should be taken lightly: 

„If anyone tells you then: ‘Here's Christ here! There!’ – don't believe it. Truly false christs and false 
prophets will rise and form signs and wonders to, if possible, seduce the elect. So be careful! Here, I 
told you everything!“ (Marko 13, 21–23). 

„If then who says to you: ‘Look, here's Christ!’ or: ‘There he is!’ – don't believe it! Indeed, false 
christs and false prophets will rise up and bring out the signs of the great and miracles that, if 
possible, be seduced and chosen. There, I prophesied to you. If they tell you, then: ‘Here it is in the 
desert!’, don't go out; ‘Here it is in the fireboxes!’, do not believe“ (MaƩhew 24, 23–26). 

It is understood that what applies to the Son must also be valid about His mother. 

Mariophanage is the appearance of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of Jesus, a supernatural 
phenomenon given to him by such grace may be visible in the act of addressing words or gestures as 
an external event (appariƟon) or an internal event (sight): 

„Seeing would only be in the subjecƟve realm of consciousness and imaginaƟon, and poinƟng out 
some noƟon of an objecƟve thing or person “ (p. 11). 

And it can be an invisible, just a audible event (an auditory phenomenon), known as inner speech 
(internal locaƟon) or heart speech. 

The appariƟons do not include dreams, visions experienced in the imaginaƟon, the percepƟon of Our 
Lady in natural-explained natural phenomena, and miracles associated with Marian works of art, 
such as crying statues. 

AppariƟon, vision, or inner speech can be physical, imaginaƟve, or mental. Physical reporƟng would 
be an extraordinary phenomenon produced outside the human body and would be perceived 
normally by man. ImaginaƟve reporƟng would happen through imaginaƟon, but with clarity. In 
clever visions or expressions, observaƟon would occur directly in the mind without the yield of inner 
and outer senses. 

Catholic surrender allows the possibility of Our Lady's appariƟons as private revelaƟons, not to 
change what God revealed in public RevelaƟon, but because 



„God wants to reveal and manifest Mary, the masterpiece of His hands, in these last Ɵmes, because 
she remained hidden during her earthly life because of her humility... and because surely the means 
and the path is a straight and flawless path we reach to Jesus Christ and we find him perfectly“.[2] 

Catechism of the Catholic Church in point 67 learns: 

„Over the centuries there have been so-called ‘private’ posts. Some of them were recognized by the 
church authority.[3] However, they do not belong in a bet of faith.. Their task is not to ‘improve’ or 
‘complete ’ the final revelaƟon of Christ, but to help it come to life more fully in a certain historical 
period... The ChrisƟan faith cannot accept ‘revelaƟons’ that would like to transcend or correct the 
RevelaƟon of which Christ is the compleƟon. This is how some non-ChrisƟan religions and some 
recent followers based on such ‘posts’ behave.“ 

Fundamental principle applied in judgment 

In the pracƟce of good and evil, the rule is that something is good when it is good in every way, and 
that it is evil when it has any defect. The writer makes this rule in classical expression and translates 
it as follows: 

„Bonum ex integra causa, malum ex quocumque defectu – is well served or judged from all sides, and 
evil from any deficiency“ (p. 15). 

The rule was established by St. Thomas Aquinas.[4] It means that good acƟons must saƟsfy all three 
morbid determinants: object, circumstance, and intenƟon, that is, they must be in accordance with 
the order of reason, in order for an acƟon to be considered good. On the other hand, when any of 
these three moody factors are missing, that is, when it is not in line with the order of reason, the 
treatment is derogatory. 

This rule from the good – evil relaƟonship also applies to the true – relaƟonship: 

„So and verum ex integra causa, falsum ex quocumque defectu – the truth is judged from all points of 
view, and the lie from any defect “ (p. 15). 

In other words: 

„in truth, untruth is immediately scaƩered, as what is removed from it“.[5] 

On that basis, the whole book was wriƩen Virgin premudra.. In doing so, the writer also used 
addiƟonal indicators credibility of alleged appariƟons and announcements, which in the century-old 
wisdom of the Church are divided into posiƟve and negaƟve. 

56 thousand appariƟons, the first seven or nothing of which? 

The book brings the calculaƟon of the number „Medjugorje appariƟons“ from June 24, 1981 to June 
30, 2024 (p. 88–89) and adds that the total of 55,880 would be 15,173 Vicki Ivanković-Mijatović, 15 
With the second Medjugorje „seers“ Deer Vasilj-Valente (which started the celebraƟon of Our Lady's 
birthday on August 5) and Mariana Vasilj-Juricic, it was not possible to add up the amount of 
„internal speeches“. None of the four church commissions that have so far studied the Medjugorje 
phenomenon have determined that any of the now more than a full 43-year internship of the 
appariƟon – would be the period of the appariƟon of the Blessed Virgin Mary. First Mostar 
Commission (1982.–1983), Second Mostar Commission (1984.–1986) and third,the Zagreb 
Commission (1987.–1990) did not determine that any „appariƟon “ would be indeed a supernatural 
event. Fourth, Ruini's commission (2009.–2014) concluded that Our Lady's credible appariƟons were 
„only the first seven“, but did not specify which „first seven“ he thought of when deployed in the first 



ten days, during which a total of 12 <TAG was reported. 53–55). Bishop Peric also disputes in detail 
the conclusion of Ruini's commission that the Medjugorje phenomenon „from the beginning of “ 
would be presented as the Queen of Peace (p. 55–69).but did not specify which „the first seven“ he 
meant when he deployed them in the first ten days, during which a total of 12 „appariƟons “ were 
reported (p. 53–55). Bishop Peric also disputes in detail the conclusion of Ruini's commission that the 
Medjugorje phenomenon „from the beginning of “ would be presented as the Queen of Peace (p. 
55–69).but did not specify which „the first seven“ he meant when he deployed them in the first ten 
days, during which a total of 12 „appariƟons “ were reported (p. 53–55). Bishop Peric also disputes in 
detail the conclusion of Ruini's commission that the Medjugorje phenomenon „from the beginning of 
“ would be presented as the Queen of Peace (p. 55–69). 

They said about the book 

Economist Mario Glibić: „A small number of criƟcal covers about the Medjugorje phenomenon are 
joined by Bishop Ratko Perić's book Virgin premudra.. It provides an expert but clearly 
understandable style with an insight into the phenomenon from the pen of authority that has been 
personally and long involved in monitoring and evaluaƟng events. The book brings clear, logical, 
consistent and substanƟated answers to a number of quesƟons that stem from the Medjugorje 
phenomenon. The author presents the historical context, theologically breaks down the 
phenomenon, and shows the excepƟonal ability to replace, connect, and interpret details derived 
from a number of sources he has served, of which the number is presented to the public for the first 
Ɵme. In all this he is guided by Catholic dogmas and has before his eyes the doctrine of the Church, 
as they have been taught and professed for centuries. ConƟnuity and tradiƟon radiate from the texts, 
not rupture and novelty. The work is a sensible and destrucƟve approach to emoƟvism that has 
affected many Catholics as well, ie.understanding in a sequence that moral views are an expression 
of subjecƟve emoƟons rather than objecƟve values. Do those who ‘believe in Medjugorje’ rely on 
their feelings or on objecƟve theological benchmarks and the orthodox of the Church? Is emoƟon 
more important than truth, and pastoral more important than the substrate on which it is built? The 
subject of the book and the writer's moƟvaƟon are summed up by the subƟtle of the book ‘About 
Medjugorje out of love for the truth’. And the truth is not a beauƟful ornament, but a foundaƟon, 
said in 2017 the then Prefect of the CongregaƟon for the Doctrine of the Faith, Cardinal Müller: 
‘What is happening in Medjugorje for so many years and what created the pastoral phenomenon 
must not rest on false foundaƟons. We cannot separate the pastoral quesƟon from the quesƟon of 
the truth of the appariƟons.’ To all who want to deepen their knowledge of the events in Medjugorje 
and the phenomenon of belonging,this book will serve as an excellent source of reliable 
informaƟon.“ 

PoliƟcal scienƟst Daniel Vidovic: „The writer of the instance has in mind the tried and tested 
principle that the truth must coincide from all points of view, and that the lie is recognized by any 
deficiency. That is why it vividly and easily proves the unsustainability of the claims of key builders of 
the Medjugorje myth. Addressing the topic, Bishop Ratko approached systemaƟcally and analyƟcally, 
disƟnguishing the enƟre colople of semi-true and untrue tesƟmonies and obsessions that from June 
24, 1981 follow an intricate construct that does not yet mark the end, while the amount of 
‘appariƟons’ and ‘message ’ becomes strenuous and track and count. The analysis shows that the 
experts of the Ruini Commission on the thread do not know the exact number of danâ or the 
appariƟons they have made posiƟve. In discerning the fruits of the phenomenon, the auktor persists 
in healthy piety as opposed to spiritual abuses based on manipulaƟons of human feelings.In search 
of the answer to whether the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared in Medjugorje, his conclusions are 
simple and clear, and his argument is firm and irrefutable. There are two benchmarks she applies: 



first, has the Catholic Church always learned that way? And second, is such faith reasonable 
obedience (obsequium raƟonalabile) God? To those who want to look the truth in the eye, the work 
is a valuable synthesis of people and events, but also a reminder of how difficult it is to be and 
survive on the path of truth. And ulƟmately – that’s the only Ɵme it pays to stay. The quesƟons that 
remain aŌer reading the book are addressed to the shores of the Tiber and read: is truth sƟll the 
basic benchmark in the Catholic faith and the carelessness? Was she pushed to the periphery of a 
recent pastoral in a Herzegovinian parish under an overseas protectorate and for what reason? Why 
go on a pilgrimage to a place that is not recommended for it? To a place of prayer that is not a 
sanctuary?“ 

Apostolic Nuncio Archbishop MarƟn Vidovic: „Book Virgin premudra all focused on the facts related 
to the alleged appariƟons of the Blessed Virgin Mary from June 24, 1981 to the present in 
Medjugorje, in Brotnj, in western Herzegovina, in the Parish of St. Jacob the Apostle, an integral part 
of the Church of Mostar-Duvanj. PresenƟng the facts and bringing a wealth of data from first-class 
vrelâs, it becomes a unique tesƟmony to the truth about Medjugorje. By the way, the facts and 
informaƟon stated in the book are unknown to the general public and to this day are stalled by the 
publicity, which, covering up contradicƟons and emphasizing opinions and interpretaƟons, seeks to 
quell doubts about the credibility and reliability of the appariƟon story. While providing a unique 
look at the exposed, the book encourages serious thinking about everything that has been 
happening in and around Medjugorje for more than four decades.With its grounding in a criƟcal 
approach to the facts in the search for truth, it helps to judge the abundance on which Medjugorje 
events rest and to disƟnguish who speaks the truth, and who bypasses it, as well as everything that is 
talked about Medjugorje, joined by the tourism industry. in Medjugorje found a good and lucraƟve 
source of constant income. The writer is not anyone, but the bishop of the Church of Mostar-Duvanj, 
in whose territory the alleged appariƟons take place, Ratko Perić, today the bishop of Merit (lat. 
today the deserving bishop (lat. today the deserving bishop (lat. epicopus eméritus), formerly 
oblastnik (lat. ordinárius), which is before ‘the throne of God and the One who sits on it’ 
(cf. MaƩhew 23, 22) and before Peter's successor and choir, the bishop was responsible for the same 
Church. Carrying out the episcopal ministry entrusted to him, all the Ɵme from the day when the 
sacrament of the Holy Order Christ appointed him to conƟnue the work, which he entrusted to the 
apostles by sending them as the Father had sent him (cf. Ivan 21, 21), and flaƩened by His holy 
Church as a true and true teacher of the faith, a priest and a pastor (cf. Christus Dominus, 2), he was 
already afraid of God than men, and with the apostle Paul he can say: ‘Do I become your enemy by 
preaching the truth to you?’ (GalaƟans4, 16).“ 

Banjoluk Bishop Željko Majić: „The publicaƟon of this book also makes sense. Her value is 
excepƟonal for all who seek the truth, and that was the impetus for her wriƟng. I believe it will also 
be useful in the final court on the ‘Medjugorje phenomenon’ expected in the latest notes A 
dictatorship for the doctrine of faith, but which did not offer what the religious and ecclesiasƟcal 
public expected; did not give a final judgment on the credibility of the Medjugorje appariƟons. And I, 
being in Rome in those days, had the opportunity to talk briefly with Pope Francis. I asked him: ‘Holy 
Father, does that mean Not at, which is currently being published, the Holy See recognizes 
Medjugorje as the place of Our Lady's appariƟons?’ He explicitly replied to me: ‘No! About that 
in notes there is no menƟon. This recognizes Medjugorje only as a place of piety – the drink of pietà.’ 
During the 28 years of supervising service to the Church in Herzegovina, Bishop Ratko devoted much 
of his Ɵme to the quesƟon: what is the truth about Medjugorje? Did the Blessed Virgin Mary appear 
to the group of children and young people at the Ɵme? The reviews and conclusions of the aukors, in 
addiƟon to indicaƟng and explaining what Our Lady cannot be, are a kind of summary of mariology, 
the teaching of the Virgin of the Premature, and her role in the History of SalvaƟon. Therefore, I 



consider the work a valuable read with the hope that it will help the reader and those responsible in 
the Church in the correct answer to the quesƟon of the truth about Medjugorje, ie the correct 
worship of Jesus' Mother and our Mother in grace.“ 

 

 

[1] Brother Peter Calo († 1348) remarked that one dawn in the autumn of 1272. Pass from a painƟng 
from the XII century talked to St. Thomas Aquinas in the chapel of St. Nicholas of the monastery 
church of St. Dominica in Naples (where it is sƟll kept today). Hide brother Jacob of Caserta tesƟfied 
to him as he heard the Voice at the Ɵme: „Thoma bene scripsisƟ de me. Where do you want to say 
that you will? Qui responsindit: Domine, no you are not You. – Tom, you wrote well about me. What 
reward will you make for your efforts from Me? He replied: Sir, nothing but You“ (Dominik 
Prümmer, Fonte vitae s. Thomae AquinaƟs, Tolosae, 1911, p. 38, paragraph 18). 

[2] St. Ljudevit Marija Grignon Monƞortski (1673.–1716), Discussion of true piety towards the Virgin 
Mary. point 50.. 

[3] The Apostolic See confirmed Our Lady's appariƟons that took place in Guadalupe (1531), in 
Notre-Dame du Laus (1664.–1718), La SaleƩe (1846), Lurdu (1858), PonƟmanu (1871), <1871.) 

[4] St. Thomas Aquinas, Sum of theology, I.–II., QuesƟon 18, ArƟcle 4, Response to Reason 3: 
„quilibet singularis defectus causat malum, bonum autem causatur ex integra causa – each individual 
deficiency causes evil, and well arises from the whole cause“. 

St. Thomas Aquinas, Sum of theology, II.–II., QuesƟon 79, ArƟcle 3, Response to Reason 4; Sum of 
theology, II.–II., 110th quesƟon, 3rd arƟcle, answer: „bonum est ex integra causa, malum autem ex 
singularibus defecƟbus – is good from complete causes, and evil from individual defects“. – 



AdjecƟve impuger it can be translated as: intact, undamaged, whole, healthy, eyelid, chio, 
unobtrusive, undeniable, undeniable, honest, total, complete. 

St. Thomas Aquinas, Sum of theology, III. part, quesƟon 90, arƟcle 2, answer to reason 4: „plura 
requiruntur ad bonum, quod processit ex integra causa, quam ad malum, quod procedit ex 
singularibus defecƟbus – is more sought for good, which stems from complete causes than for evil, 
which prostates 

St. Thomas Aquinas, Sum of theology, I.–II., QuesƟon 19, ArƟcle 7, Response to Reason 3: „malum 
contenƟt ex singularibus defecƟbus, bonum vero ex tota et integra causa – evil occurs from individual 
defects, and well from complete and complete causes“. – The nature of that sentence content it can 
be translated as: it receives, touches, reaches, reaches, achieves, flows, happens. 

St. Thomas Aquinas, veritate, QuesƟon 25, ArƟcle 5, answer to reason 5: „Tamen sciendum, quod etsi 
aliquando consensus interpretatus sufficiat ad peccatum, non tamen oportet quod sufficiat ad 
meritum sin: plural enim requiruntur ad bonum quam ad malum; cum malum exreƩa yet it is not 
necessary to be sufficient for merit; namely for good more is sought than for evil, for evil is created 
from individual shortcomings, well from the whole and complete cause of“. 

St. Thomas Aquinas, De a liƩle, QuesƟon 2, ArƟcle 4, Answer to Reason 2: „ConƟngit tamen actui 
secundum se bono adiungi aliquem aliquem autum malum secundum aliquem ordinem; et 
secundum illum actum malum bonus aliquando dicitur maleficari, non quod in se ipso sit qui tamen 
duo actus quodam ordine in unum rediguntur. Bonum autem, ut Dionysius dicit, est ex tota et integra 
causa, malum autem ex singularibus defecƟbus. Et ideo quidquid horum sit malum, sive actus, sive 
inordinaƟo actus in finem, totum iudicatur malum. – It happens that an act that is good in itself is 
joined by another work that is bad in some way,so according to this evil act of good it is someƟmes 
said to seem malicious, not that it is evil in itself; just as giving alms to the poor or loving God is an 
act good in itself; but to refer an act of that kind to some messy purpose, for example, lust or vain 
glory, is another evil act, and these two acts are reduced to one in a certain order. So, as Dionysius 
says, good is from the whole and complete cause, and evil from individual shortcomings. And 
therefore whatever of this is evil, be it an act, be it the direcƟon of the act according to the purpose, 
the whole is judged as evil“.as Dionysius says, good is from a complete and uƩer cause, and evil from 
individual shortcomings. And therefore whatever of this is evil, be it an act, be it the direcƟon of the 
act according to the purpose, the whole is judged as evil“.as Dionysius says, good is from a complete 
and uƩer cause, and evil from individual shortcomings. And therefore whatever of this is evil, be it an 
act, be it the direcƟon of the act according to the purpose, the whole is judged as evil“. 

[5] St. Thomas Aquinas, SentenƟa libri Ethicorum, liber I, lecƟo 12, number 2: „per verum staƟm 
diiudicatur falsum, utpote ab eo deficiens“. – False is what is missing from the truth; which it lacks to 
be true; which fails the truth; which betrays it, fails it weakens the truth about it; what a suborder 

Source: hƩps://www.vjeraidjela.com/objavljena-kljucna-knjiga-biskupa-perica-o-medugorju/  

 

Why the Ɵtle of the book of the Virgin is Premature 

 msgr. dr. Ratko Peric  

 October 6, 2024  

  Virgin premudra 



transmiƩed Proverb from a book Virgins of the Premature: About Medjugorje out of love for the 
truth, Tonimir, Varaždin Spa, 2024, p. 7–10. 

 

ExplanaƟon of the Ɵtle of the book 

This book is wriƩen out of love for the truth, and is dedicated to events related to the parish of 
Medjugorje of the Mostar-Duvanj diocese of the Catholic Church, which has been aƩracƟng aƩenƟon 
for the fiŌh decade and provoking doubts and classificaƟons among Christ's faithful: secular, 
religious, clergy and hierarchy. 

Surrendering for some Ɵme the College of Mariology in Sarajevo in the 1970s, especially confronƟng 
the phenomenon of Medjugorje in Mostar (1993.–2020), whipped opportuniƟes for both so many 
sermons and the publicaƟon of Marian-Maryological arƟcles and books such as Throne of 
Wisdom. Mirror JusƟce or a prayer book for the sick Health of the sick, the aukor of the hospital 
chaplain Don Radoslav Zovka. All of these Ɵtles are taken from the Lauretan litanies. Well the biblical 
Ɵtle of the book Mother of Jesus (Jn 2: 1; cf. Mt 1:18; Mk 3:31; Lk 2:51; Jn 19:25) clearly refers to her 
role and powerful intercession with God. So here we have opted for another centuries-old Ɵtle Very 
prudenƟssima– Virgins are too wise to promote the Medjugorje phenomenon in this light. 

What is wisdom and what is prudence? 

According to OsmolinguisƟc Encyclopedic DicƟonary, wisdom is the same as mental maturity, wit, 
prudence.[1] 

A prudence is wise moderaƟon, discernment, prudence, strife.[2] St. AugusƟne wrote in 388: 
„Prudence is that love that wisely disƟnguishes between things that are helped with God's day and 
those that can be prevented by something“.[3] In theology, prudence is determined as life wisdom, 
wisdom of acƟon, correctness of acƟon, reasonableness.[4]Prudence is, in general, the rule and 



perfecƟon of moody virtues that gives them way and form, completes them. By the spirit of 
prudence, one predicts, takes into account, knows, and is able to choose correctly what to do in the 
given circumstances. Mary's acƟons at the wedding in Cana (Jn 2: 1–11) are considered by 
interpreters to be a special sign of her prudence to discern the true good on every occasion and 
choose a means suitable for his achievement. 

It is evident from this that wisdom and prudence in life, if not fully idenƟfied, at least intertwined 
with each other, complement each other in mental maturaƟon and in life behavior. Wisdom is more 
about the brain and the mental side of thinking and reasoning, and prudence on the heart and on 
the virtuous side of judgment and decision-making, and one without the other cannot. That's why 
this LaƟn invocaƟon Very prudenƟssima from the Luretan litanies some peoples translate according 
to the spirit of their language.[5] Ours are an old word Very prudenƟssima = A virgin always prudent 
or very prudent translated by noƟon Virgin premudra.. To say Virgo „too prudent“ sounds unusual. 
We will also use the term too wise, and the term prudent, emphasizing a liƩle more the prudence 
that is the first of the four pivotal krioposƟ in concrete human behavior. But, it is understood, there is 
no pivotal virtue of prudence without wisdom, the giŌ of the Holy Spirit. 

History of the term Very prudenƟssima 

It is a historical fact that Yuri Slatconja (1456.–1522), from Ljubljana, was the first bishop of Vienna 
(1513.–1522),[6] composed an anƟphon praying in the Evening on the spot of the Feast of Our Lady: 

Virgo prudenƟssima, quo progrederis,  – Virgo outsmart, where are you going 
do you want to rouƟnely?                      – as a dawn that shines wonderfully? 
Filia Sion, tota formosa et suavis es:      – Daughters of Zion, you are all beauƟful and caressing: 
pulchra ut luna, electa ut sol..[7]             – beauƟful as the moon, chosen as the sun.[8] 

These anƟphones are not in the restored Magoslova aŌer the biblical exclamaƟon of Mary was 
chosen for the anƟphon: Blessed will all generaƟons call me, for great works are done to me by the 
Most High, hallelujah. 

Very prudenƟssima – Virgins prudent 

That Our Lady's Ɵtle was taken as one of the invocaƟons of the Lauretan litanies. The oldest copy of 
the litany in LaƟn was printed in Dillingen, Germany in 1558.[9] The Lauretan litanies were approved 
for public use by Pope Siksto V. 1587.[10] 

Older CroaƟan ediƟons Roman ritual (translated by Bartol Kasic, Rome, 1640.; The VeneƟans, 1827, 
and Rome, 1893) do not have Lauretan litanies; there are only rituals novel of 1925 (Ɵtulus X, caput 
3). 

With very rare excepƟons Very prudenƟssima from the XVII. century to CroaƟan systemaƟcally 
translates as Virgin premudra (The virgins of prima. Dĕvo premudra, Divico primudra). 

InterpretaƟon of Blessed Alojzi 

Msgr. The 2024 butcher of the year published Stepinč's sermons on litanies, where the invocaƟon 
was also shown Very prudenƟssima..[11] 

In one place, the CroaƟan Metropolitan notes very insighƞully: „Perhaps our CroaƟan term does not 
correspond enƟrely to the LaƟn original prudenƟssima, but because it is already common we will not 
change it now“.[12] 



The archbishop has several rhetorical quesƟons to which he spontaneously answers. Each Ɵme it 
uses the term „prudence“, eight Ɵmes in a row: 

– What is it the word showed, when she opted for virginity, as for the greater good, rather than 
marriage (cf. Luke 1:34). 

– How much is prudence showed in conversaƟon with an angel, when Jehoi proclaimed the honor of 
the motherhood of God (Luke 1:29). As far as this honor is without an example in the history of the 
world, She does not accept it without reflecƟon, but calmly asks whether it can be agreed with Her 
virginity, which she has vowed (cf. Luke 1:34). 

– How much is prudence showed, when severe doubt began to calm the soul of Sts. Joseph (Mt 
1:19). She calmly leaves the soluƟon to the difficulty to the Lord God, who started the whole thing, 
so He will solve it best. And so it was. 

– How much is prudence showed, when an escape order arrives in Egypt at night (cf. Mt 2:13). 

– How much prudence she showed in the public life of Jesus, that nowhere does anything stand out, 
which could be the least disturbing to the public work of Jesus. 

– How much prudence and in His mortal Passion. 

– How much prudence and for His resurrecƟon, in relaƟon to all the apostles.[13] 

During the reflecƟon on individual episodes that take place in Medjugorje, we will stop and compare 
these events, messages or words, „visions“ or „appariƟons“ with the prudence of the true Our Lady, 
how much it all coincides or resists the prudence of the Blessed Virgin Mary. That’s why we chose 
that litanical Ɵtle about the Virgin very prudent or too wise. 

DescripƟon of the scene on the cover

 



Seen towards the altar, on the leŌ, on the north side of the inner wall of the apse of the Euphrasius 
Basilica (table church of Mary of the AssumpƟon) in Porec of small pebbles in color is a complex 
scene of the AnnunciaƟon of the Lord. A late Roman mosaic from the middle of VI. century depicts 
Archangel Gabriel with wings. He wears sandals and a bright cloak over a fluƩering white tunic. He 
has a bold aƫtude, like an ancient speaker. He holds a sƟck in his leŌ hand like a messenger of God. 
He points his fingers to the right of Mary, the Merciful, as if perpetuaƟng his words: „Hello, Grace 
full“ (Lk 1:28). 

Mary's red throne was placed in front of the church. The angel is in business. She is surprised by the 
appariƟon, the only ones who record the gospel of her. From her leŌ hand, a strand of yellow yarn 
falls into her lap, descending into the basket to her feet. The cibori-shaped basket overflows with a 
thread that has spilled. Mary is siƫng. She raised her right hand slightly, her fingers gathered, her 
index finger to her head, and touched her chin, showing confusion with Gabriel's greeƟng: „and she 
began to think what a greeƟng it would be “ (Lk 1:29). 

Our Lady is dressed in a purple dress that is covered in the upper part with a transparent white veil 
over her head, shoulders and breasts. 

 

A white fish is painted under her heart, because she is a fish, Greek Þχθύς / Ikhthy, short of the first 
leƩers of the five words: Ιησούς Χριστός Θεού υιός σωτήρ / Iēsūs Khristós Theū hyiós sōtcir = Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God the Savior. The one she conceived, wore, gave birth to, breasƞed, raised and 
loved. 

The background is a tricolor sky: yellow at the boƩom, white in the middle, and sky blue at the top. 

 



[1] Tomislav Ladan, Osmolanguage Encyclopedic DicƟonary (CroaƟan, Russian, English, German, 
French, Italian, Spanish, LaƟn), III. volume, Zagreb, 2000, p. 522–523; there are also mulƟple 
expressions in LaƟn. 

[2] T. Ladan, Osmolanguage Encyclopedic DicƟonary, VI. volume, Zagreb, 2007, p. 577; in LaƟn it is 
also said with several terms: prudenƟa, consulƟng, intellect, consulƟng, intelligent, tact.. 

[3] St. AugusƟne, The Moribus Ecclesiae Catholicae et de moribus ManichaeorumLiber I, caput XV 
(Migne, Patrologia LaƟna, St. 32, Parisiis, 1841, column 1322). 

[4] Jordan Kunicic, Catholic morality, II. volume, III. ediƟon, Zagreb, 1965, p. 87–88. 

[5] Some languages have kept the adjecƟve prudent in some degree: as Spanish (prudent), English 
(Virgin Bridge Prudent), Italian (prudent vergine), French (other prudents so on Very good prudent). 
And in some languages, the adjecƟve wise was decided in one of the degrees: CroaƟan (Virgin 
premudra) or German (Du weise Jungfrau). 

[6] hƩps://www.catholic-hierarchy.org/bishop/bslatk.html  

[7] hƩps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lx54baiZz-4 ; hƩps://sl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jurij_Slatkonja.  

[8] CroaƟan worshiper, edited by Petar Vlašić, Dubrovnik, 1923, p. 181st 

[9] hƩps://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09287a.htm  

[10] Encyclopedia caƩolica, VII. volume, CiƩà del VaƟcano, 1951, column 1720; 
hƩps://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09287a.htm. To beƩer guarantee their stability and unchanged 
preservaƟon, the Holy CongregaƟon of Rites with three decrees (1631, 1821, and 1839) forbade any 
addiƟon without the permission of the Holy See. During the First World War, May 5, 1917. Benedict 
XV introduced the invocaƟon: Regina pacis, ora pro nobis (Queens of Peace, pray for us!). 

[11] AND. Stepinac, Mary Mediator of Grace: sermons on the Mother of God according to the Litanies 
of Lauretan and for all the feasts of the Mother of God, edited by Juraj Batelja, Postulature of Blessed 
Alojzije Stepinac, Zagreb, 2024. The invocaƟon of the Virgin is too wise to process on p. 104–108. 

[12] Same, p. 105th 

[13] AND. Stepinac, Mary Mediator of Grace, edited by Juraj Balča, Zagreb, 2024, p. 206th 

 

Source hƩps://www.vjeraidjela.com/zasto-naslov-knjige-djevice-premudra/  

 


